
 

Jane Neale Memorial Hike 
Poke-O-Moonshine Observers Trail 

Sunday, July 29, 2018 
 
Join members of ADK (Adirondack Mountain Club) and friends of Jane Neale to remember her and celebrate 
her commitment to the Adirondacks. This fundraiser is for the Jane Neale Fund, established by ADK to support 
participation in the annual youth trails crew work week. Contributions are always welcome and are tax 
deductible.  
 

Description: 
We will be ascending the new OBSERVERS Trail – not to be confused with the original Ranger’s Trail. The trail 
is longer but easy to navigate, easy to moderate in difficulty. The route follows an old logging road, tackling the 
mountain from the south. Follow the blue markers passing two beaver ponds. At 2.1 miles you reach a lean-to, 
then turn sharp left around the lean-to, to remains of the ranger cabin. Here the trail joins the Ranger’s trail 
coming in from right, and markers are red. Another 0.3 miles ascends through a very steep rock cut. At the top 
of steep section, turn right to the summit. The trail to the summit is about 2.5 miles. A fire tower marks the final 
destination with a 360-degree panorama from the top offering breathtaking views. To the east, Lake Champlain 
can be seen with the Green Mountains off in the distance. To the north is Lyon Mountain. To the south is 
Deerfield Mountain with the Jay range behind it. Hurricane, Giant and Gothics can also be seen. To the west is 
Whiteface Mountain. The views are magnificent and truly rewarding. For more information: 
http://adirondackjourneys.com/adirondack-fire-towers/poke-o-moonshine-mountain-fire-tower/ 
 

5 miles RT, Ascent: 1450'. Hiking time to summit: approximately 2 hours  
 

Directions from Lake Placid: 
Take 86 East to Wilmington. In Wilmington, turn right to stay on 86E to Jay. In Jay turn left on 9N East. Stay on 
9N East to NYS87 south. Get on at exit 34 and off at exit 33. Follow signs for 9 South. At traffic light turn R onto 
9 South. Continue south, pass under NYS87, past campground (this is the location of trailhead for Ranger’s 
trail) to trailhead parking lot with sign for Poke O’Moonshine on right, close to bottom of hill (about 2.5 mi 
from the highway exit). 
 

Directions from Albany: 
Take 87 to Exit 33. Follow signs for 9 South. Turn onto 9 South. Continue south, pass under NY87, past 
campground (this is the location of trailhead for Ranger’s trail) to trailhead parking lot with sign for Poke 
O’Moonshine on right, close to bottom of hill (about 2.5 mi from the highway exit). 

 

To register, contact Wendy Ungar (518) 891-2750. wendy.ungar@utoronto.ca.  
 

Before her tragic and premature death in July 2007 at the age of 46, Jane served on the ADK 
Board, was a co-Chair of the Trails Committee and an active member of the Albany chapter. 
She was dearly loved and is missed by all.  
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The Jane Neale Fund 

 
Hiking the trails of the Adirondack Mountains was one of Jane Neale’s fondest pastimes. Jane was very active 
with ADK (Adirondack Mountain Club) and was Director of the Trails Committee and member of the Albany 
chapter. Prior to her very untimely death in 2007 at the age of 46, Jane made a vital contribution to land 
stewardship and conservation through her volunteer work to maintain a high quality trail system throughout the 
Adirondack Park, allowing thousands of visitors annually to enjoy the Adirondack wilderness. 
 
ADK is currently raising money for the Jane Neale Scholarship Fund. This special endowment fund will 
provide scholarships for high school students to participate in ADK’s Trails Program every year for generations 
to come. As a passionate supporter of maintaining the 
trails for everybody's pleasure and enjoyment of the 
wilderness, Jane’s memory will live on in a manner 
befitting all who knew and loved her. 
 
We need your help! To make a contribution to the Jane 
Neale fund, please mail a check, payable to ADK (or 
Adirondack Mountain Club), to: 
 
Lynn Shanks 
Director of Development 
Adirondack Mountain Club 
814 Goggins Road 
Lake George, NY 12845 
 

 
Please note "Jane Neale Fund" on the check. Or, if you 
prefer, you may call Lynn at 800-395-8080 Ext. 23 or 
contact lynn@adk.org to make your donation with your 
credit card.  
 
ADK is a qualified not for profit organization under IRC 
Sec 501c3. Contributions to ADK are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 
 
 

 
The Jane Neale Fund - thank you for helping to make this dream come true! 
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